
 

 

Math Concepts and Computation 

 
In a recent edition of “Education Update” put out by          

ASCD, there was a really interesting article titled, “Minds for          
Math” that discussed helping students find motivation to        
learn math. I was especially intrigued by some information         
that was shared regarding the types of skills that Fortune          
500 companies valued in 1970, 1999, and 2016. In 1970,          
computation was second on the list of most-valued skills,         
but by 1999 it didn’t even make the top ten. In 2016, some             
of the top skills are interpersonal abilities, analytical        
thinking, and reasoning. 

I wanted to share this with you because we often hear           
from parents and community members that students       
should be focusing on memorizing facts during math class,         
just like it used to be taught. It is a point well made that in               
order to do these higher-order math skills it is important to           
have facts memorized. The debate between teaching       
students conceptual understanding and memorizing math facts is one that will likely continue             
through the ages. So, at BHCS we try to accomplish both. In each of the math programs that we’ve                   
used since I’ve been here, teachers have identified that we have really increased the conceptual               
understanding that we provide students. It still amazes me when I see students using pre-algebra               
skills in second grade! Teachers have also identified that the programs are not strong in teaching                
computation, but instead of just acknowledging that, our teachers have all found solutions to keep               
working on these skills. Many use flash cards, worksheets, computer programs, and homework to              
focus on computation, while also using “Math in Focus” to build conceptual understanding. 
 
Warmly, 
Shelly 
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From the School Nurse 

 
Unfortunately we are not rid of the head lice         
yet at school. I am asking for your help in          
staying vigilant and continuing to check your       
children at home. If you have any questions        
or need help checking do not hesitate to ask.         
As you can imagine, it is a lot of work for a            
family when a child has head lice. If you can          
all help by checking at home and staying        
aware, we can hopefully minimize the impact.       
Thank you for your help! 
 

 
 
2017-2018 Pre-K and Kindergarten Sign-up  

 
Parents with children who will be four years        
of age before October 15, 2017 and wish for         
their child to start Pre-K in the fall should call          
the school office at 374-2202 to be placed on         
the list. Pre-K has a capacity of 18 and is a           
first-come, first-served listing. 
 
Children who will be five years of age before         
October 15, 2017, are not in our Pre-K        
program, and wish to start kindergarten in the        
fall, should also call the office. 
 

 
 
PTF News 

 
The next PTF meeting is January 19 right after         
school in the library. We will be discussing        
funding requests, plans for the spring, and       
ways to improve communication. Please join      
us if you are able. Childcare is provided. 
 
Join us Friday, January 20th for the movie        
Storks ​. Doors will open at 5:30 and the movie         
starts at 6. We will be in the BHCS library this           
time. Healthy snacks, popcorn, and the movie       
are free. Baked goods and other treats will be         
available for purchase.  
 
Extra Math 

Do you know there is a fun way to master 
math facts? Make sure you check with your 

classroom teachers to find out your child’s 
login information to access ​XtraMath​. 
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BLUE HILL HERITAGE TRUST- JANUARY EVENTS! 

 1/15/17 1-3pm Blue Hill Public Library 
WHO GOES THERE? 
Join Blue Hill Heritage Trust and Lynn Havsall of Firefly Farm for a fun interactive workshop. Learn to identify 
mammal tracks through slides, prints and casts. Bring a notebook to make your own track field guide. Sunday, 
January 15th 1-3pm Blue Hill Public Library Howard Room.  Free and open for all ages. For more information, 
please contact Blue Hill Heritage Trust at 374-5118 or ​info@bluehillheritagetrust.org 
http://bluehillheritagetrust.org/2017/who-goes-there-animal-tracks-id-workshop-january-15th/ 
  
 1/16/17 10am Patten Stream Preserve Trail, Surry 
Martin Luther King Jr Day- WINTER HIKE! 
Join our local naturalist Merrie Eley and volunteer Barbara Kourajian for a winter group hike at Patten Stream to 
enjoy and discover our winter environment. We'll begin hiking at 10am and will have hot beverages and 
refreshments to keep you going! Free and open for all ages. For more information, please contact Blue Hill 
Heritage Trust at 374-5118 or ​info@bluehillheritagetrust.org 
http://bluehillheritagetrust.org/2017/winter-hikes/ 
  
 1/21/17 1pm WINTER TREE I.D. WALK at Cooper Farm in Sedgwick 
Join BHHT and local horticulturist & landscape historian Val Libby for a guided walk and exploration of winter tree 
and shrub identification! Join us at Cooper Farm at 1pm to learn the hidden secrets to who's who! Free and open 
for all ages. For more information, please contact Blue Hill Heritage Trust at 374-5118 
or​info@bluehillheritagetrust.org 
http://bluehillheritagetrust.org/2017/winter-tree-id-walk-with-val-libby/ 
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